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S;_n-og in Mumbai e
Air pollution is world’s
top environmental
health risk, WHO says

Sushmi Dey / TNN / Updated: Jun 2,
2015, 03:19 IST

Air pollution is the world's biggest environmental health risk,
causing at least one In eight deaths around the globe, the
World Health Organization has said.

Air pollution biggest

killer in
Southeast Asia, says WHO

A:rnoky haze  that year sa Michal of respiratory problems re-
hrouded of Krzyzanowski, an air quality

id

portedly died. The govern.
ment could not confirm the
smoky air was to blame,

parts

Southeast Asia this month,
forcing schools and busi-
nesses to close, is just one el-
ement of an air pollution
problem that kills hundreds
of thousands of people in
the region annually, the
Wo;ld Health Organisation
said.

specialist at the WHO's Eu-
ropean Center for Environ.
ment and Health in Bonn. Worldwide, air pollution

Drifting smoke from pur- contributes to some 800,000
posely set forest fires in In. deaths each year. The emer-
donesia caused Malaysia to Bency in Malaysia was lifted
declare a state of emergency after two days. But meteoral-
last week in two areas out- ogists are predicting a new

side Kuala Lumpur. Parts of cloud Will hover over parts
Air pollution in major Thailand were also blan} of Mal and
Southeast Asian and Chi- ed in the haze.

Singapore.
nese cities ranks among the Malaysia said hospitals

worst in the world and con- reported a 150% increase in
tributes to the deaths of breathing problems and sev-
about 500,000 people each en people who had a history

The haze, blamed on illegal
dry-season burning to clear
land on Sumatra island, js ==
annual problem
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. Oceans 10 times noisier
~ today than 40 years ago

. A study by Scripps Institute of Oceanogra- |

\ phy has revealed that Ocean Noise has in- |

l creased tenfold since the 1960s. Oceanolo-

' gists Sean Wiggins, John Hildebrand from
Scripps and Mark McDonald from WhaleA-

. coustics, Colorado, studied declassified US

,  Navy documents and came to the conclusion

' that global shipping has contributed a lot to
increased undersea noise pollution. They said
with populations increasing around the globe |
in recent decades, the underwater world had
also become a noisier place, adding that the
effects of greater noise on marine life was still
unknown. Findings revealed a tenfold increase
in underwater ocean noise as compared with
the 1960s. They said the noise levels in 2003-
2004 were about 10 to 12 decibels higher than
in 1964-1966. The reasons could be due to the
vast increase in the global shipping trade, the
number of ships plying the oceans and higher
speed of vessels.
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