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Fig. 12.2: A part of the night sky
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Fig. 12.5: Night sky watching
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expressing distances within the solar system is
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ancient civilizations to the status ol @ g

In India, the Sun is worshipped as Sarya. The
heat provided by the Sun keeps the Earth

which provide food and oxygen t0 ar.umals,
including humans. The Sunis responsible for
climate, seasons, weather, water gycle,

winds—all of which are important for
sustaining life on the Earth.

However, the Sun is much closer to us than the other stars
hence it appears much bigger than the stars. As the stars
(pther .than the Sun) are much farther away, they appear
like points, even though some of those stars are much bigger
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Fig. 12.6: The rising Sun

lights up the sky while the

other stars look like bright
; | dots in the night sky and
at a temperature that makes life possible. are not even visible

Sunlight is essential for plants to grow, ' during the day time?
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Asteroid Mercury | Earth Jupiter | Uranus
Belt

Sun Venus Mars Saturn Neptune
Fig. 12.7: An artist’s representation of the Solar System

(To fit this figure within the page, the sizes and distances of various objects are not as per their actual sizes
and distances in relation to each other, that is, the sizes and distances are not to scale in the figure)
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